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AMEMB SAIGON FOR AMBASSADOR LODGE-' ANIH3EN£8£11 HARKINS.-. 

FROM MCGEORGE BUNDY. 

’ YO’UR 1964 MOST HELPFUL. 

WE WILL CONTINUE TO BE GRATEFUL FOR ALL ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION GIVING ’ INCREASEa-CLARIIY. JO, PROSPECTS OF. ACTION , 

BY DON OR OTHERS, AND 'WE LOOK FORWARD. TO DISCUSSING WITH YOU 
THE WHOLE QUESTION OF CONTROL AND CUT-OUT ON YOUR RETURN, 

ALWAYS ASSUMING THAT ONE OF THESE. D-DAYS DOES NOT TURN . OUT 
TO BE REAL. WE ARE PARTICULARLY CONCERNED ABOUT HAZARD THAT 

‘ . ’ " I 

AN UNSUCCESSFUL COUP, HOWEVER CAREFULLY WE AVOID DIRECT > * - 
ENGAGEMENT, WILL BE LAID AT OUR DOOR BY PUBLIC OPINION ALMOST 
EVERYWHERE. THEREFORE, WHILE SHARING YOUR V.IEW THAT WE SHOULD 
NOT BE IN POSITION OF THWARTING COUP, WE WOULD LIKE . TO HAVE 
OPTION OF JUDGING AND WARNING ON ANY PLAN WITH POOR PROSPECTS 

. > • .* * ••*’ | -V*/ - - 

OF SUCCESS. WE RECOGNIZE THAT THIS IS A LARGE ORDER, BUT PRESI- 
DENT ‘WANTS YOU TO KNOW OF OUR CONCERN 
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CAS MESSAGE 

TO AMBASSADOR LODGE AND GENERAL HARKINS 
FROM McGEORGE BUNDY 

Your 1964 most helpful 

We win continue to 4 grateful for all additional information 
giving increased clarity to prospects of action by Don or others, 
we look forward to discussing with you the whole question of control 
and cut-out on your return, always assuming that one of these D-days 
does not turn out to be real. We are particularly concerned about 
hazard that an unsuccessful. coup, however carefully we avoid 
direct engagement, will be laid at our door by public opinion almost 
• everywhere. Therefore, while eharin£ your view that we should not 
be in position of thwarting coup, we would like to have option of judging 
and warning on any plan with poor prospects of success. We 
recognize that this is a large order, but President wants you to know 

of our concern, 
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